November 12, 2019

In Leipzig, Germany, 100,000
protestors and their peaceful dem-
onstrations led to the once-unimagi-
nable reunification of a civilized Ger-
many.

Yet, as democracy spread, many as-
sumed liberty’s work in the region was
done and that the roots of democracy
were firmly entrenched.

Tragically, yet again, maligned Rus-
sian influence haunts the region as
Putin wages his illegal war in Ukraine,
today’s scrimmage line for liberty on
the European continent. Outmoded
ethno-national narratives are being fed
that, in the past, led to centuries of
bloody conflict.

Mr. Speaker, now more than ever,
democratic nations must unite so that
liberty, justice, and equality is for all
people across our globe.

————

HIRE VETS MEDALLION

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
was Veterans Day, and while we were
all back in our district and while we
should thank our veterans every day
for standing in defense of our Nation,
November 11 is a day when we all can
join together as Americans to thank
these courageous heroes.

I rise today to congratulate one spe-
cific business, Tactical and Survival
Specialties, Incorporated, of Harrison-
burg for being awarded the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s HIRE Vets Medal-
lion.

This prestigious honor is the only
program within the Federal Govern-
ment that recognizes the meaningful
and verifiable efforts undertaken by
job creators to hire and retain our vet-
erans.

Tactical and Survival Specialties, In-
corporated, was founded by retired U.S.
Navy Senior Chief Petty Officer Bill
Strang in 1980, and the business is one
of the oldest tactical equipment sup-
pliers in the United States. TSSi is
committed to providing state-of-the-
art equipment to military, law enforce-
ment, and disaster response profes-
sionals all over the world.

I applaud TSSi on being one of a se-
lect few awardees across the Nation,
and I thank all the employers who have
demonstrated outstanding efforts to
hire, train, and retain our veterans.

———

AMERICAN LEGION POST 469,
LONGPORT, NEW JERSEY

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I am
here today to thank the American Le-
gion Post 469 of Longport, south Jer-
sey, for their work to honor our wound-
ed veterans and their families with
their annual Wounded Warrior Week in
south Jersey.
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During the week, the Legion hosts a
wounded warrior and their family with
an all-expenses-paid vacation to south
Jersey that includes a parade with a
police escort and numerous preplanned
outings that include: fishing trips, days
at the beach, and nights on the famous
Ocean City, New Jersey, boardwalk.

All of this is a celebration that
brings together the south Jersey com-
munity to honor our heroes in the mili-
tary and to display the gratitude the
citizens of the United States have for
the many sacrifices of our soldiers and
the many sacrifices that they make.

I thank the American Legion Post
469 for their continuous efforts to up-
lift our heroes in the Armed Forces and
for having a positive impact on the
south Jersey community.

I also thank Joseph Hahn for being a
hero and thank the wonderful commu-
nity that has hosted this year after
year. And may God bless them and may
God bless our heroes.

O 1930

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL
APPRENTICESHIP WEEK

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, as
some of our other Members have, I rise
to commemorate the observance of Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week.

Whether you are talking to people
who are manufacturers, whether you
are talking to people in the medical
community, you know that one of the
biggest problems we have in America
today is we don’t have enough people
to fill the vital jobs that are necessary
for our economy and necessary for the
health of our citizens.

To a certain extent, this is because
the educational system has let people
down, allowing them to spend tens of
thousands of dollars and go tens of
thousands of dollars in debt without
getting the skills needed in these two
vital areas.

For too long, we have just focused on
a vague 4-year degree path, but we are
right now in a position in which we are
ruining people’s lives or putting them
in a very difficult position as they be-
come 30 years old, 35 years old, and
still don’t have a job commensurate
with repaying these loans.

Apprenticeships are good for employ-
ers, good for workers, and good for our
country.

As Members of Congress, people on
the Education Committee and others
must do more to expand and promote
the apprenticeship program.

———

DACA BEFORE THE SUPREME
COURT

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great frustration that I rise today to
speak on the Supreme Court hearing
arguments today in three cases relat-
ing to former President Obama’s DACA
policy.

President Trump’s decision to re-
scind DACA has thrust fear into hun-
dreds of thousands of Dreamers. These
individuals are active members of our
society who pay taxes, create jobs, and
help drive our Nation forward. To sub-
ject these individuals to the threat of
deportation is absolutely wrong.

I have heard directly from many con-
stituents who depend on DACA, and I
am heartbroken by the trauma and
fear they now face.

My colleagues and I did our job ear-
lier this year in passing H.R. 6, the
American Dream and Promise Act;
however, Senator MCCONNELL has
failed to consider this important legis-
lation. As a result, we are now depend-
ent on the Supreme Court offering a fa-
vorable decision that upholds DACA.

I urge Senator MCCONNELL to bring
H.R. 6 for a vote and hope the Supreme
Court will give a favorable decision on
these cases.

———

CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF
AUSTIN TICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORELLE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I want to
recognize my equal partner in this Spe-
cial Order, my very good friend from
Texas, Representative AL GREEN.

Representative GREEN represents the
parents and, for that matter, the place
where Austin Tice, the person about
whom we are speaking today, was born.

He and I have partnered because Aus-
tin Tice, though born in Texas, moved
to the District of Columbia. Like many
in the House and Senate, we have grave
concerns about Austin Tice and want
to express those concerns and call upon
those who are keeping him in Syria to
let him go.

Mr. Speaker, I can’t say enough
about how strongly bipartisan this
matter is—bipartisan, yes—and bi-
cameral. There are dozens upon dozens
of Members of the House and the Sen-
ate who have written the President to
ask him to do all he can to bring Aus-
tin Tice home from what we believe is
captivity in Syria.

Despite the difficulties our country is
having, as I speak, with Syria, this, we
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